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Edward Alexander

Co-Chair, Gwich'in Council International; Head of Delegation to the Senior Arctic Officials,
Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna and Emergency Prevention, Preparedness, and Response
"| working groups

Edward Alexander is the Co-Chair of Gwich’in Council International and has been appointed by the
Gwich’in Chiefs of Alaska for multiple terms in this role. He is also the Senior Arctic Lead of the
Woodwell Climate Research Center. He has served as the Head of Delegation to the Senior Arctic
Officials, and to the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) and the Emergency Prevention,
Preparedness, and Response (EPPR) working groups of the Arctic Council for the Gwich’in.
Additionally, he has served as the Co-lead of the Arctic Council’s Norwegian Chairship Initiative on
Wildland Fire and currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Informal Wildland Fire Group which is
establishing a permanent wildland fire organizing entity under the Arctic Council. He served as the
2nd Chief of the Gwichyaa Zhee Gwich’in for seven years.

Edward has a master’s degree in Secondary Education from the University of Alaska Fairbanks, and
a current Type A Alaska Teaching Certification. He fought wildland fire for eight seasons across
Alaska and the western United States. He has worked as a secondary teacher, principal, in
administration, managing a regional university campus (UAF’s Yukon Flats Campus), and as the
Education Director for the 37 tribes of the Tanana Chiefs Conference. Additionally Edward founded
two businesses, one dedicated to regenerative agriculture and food sovereignty “Gwich’in Grown”
and one dedicated to tribal sovereignty and village development, “The Village Consultants.”

He loves to be in Gwich’in country, fishing, hunting, and exploring cultural sites with his wife Alisa
and their children.

Jonas Andersson

Chair for the Network of Northern Sparsely Populated Areas

Jonas Andersson is the President of Region JAmtland Harjedalen in the inland of northern Sweden.
He is chair of the network of Northern Sparsely Areas (NSPA) between 14 regions in Northern
Sweden, Eastern and Northern Finland and North Norway in the European Arctic. Jonas is also
chair for the network of Europaforum Northern Sweden (EFNS) that gathers the four northernmost
counties of Sweden with elected politicians to take positions and represent northern Sweden in EU
matters. He is also chair of Fellesrddet which is a cross-border cooperation organization between
Norwegian and Swedish regional and local authorities. He has among other things also been the
Mayor of the municipality of Ragunda in his home region 2015-2022.

Johan Armstrong Stover

CEO, Marine Spark X

Johan Armstrong Stover is the Chief Executive Officer of Marine Spark X AS, a company committed
to developing sustainable and circular solutions for underutilized marine resources. He holds a
Bachelor’s degree in Aquaculture Operations and Leadership from Nord University and a Master’s
degree in Fisheries and Aquaculture Science from UiT, The Arctic University of Norway.

Johan’s connection to the ocean runs deep. As a lifelong freediver, he has spent countless hours
exploring the underwater world, building an instinctive understanding of marine ecosystems and the
challenges they face. This personal bond with the sea continues to shape his professional path,
inspiring a mission to create value from what the ocean already provides while reducing pressure on
vulnerable species and habitats.

With experience in leadership and ownership roles within the Norwegian blue economy, Johan
thrives at the intersection of science, sustainability, and innovation. He is passionate about fostering
collaboration, driving forward new marine opportunities, and contributing to the growth of a more
responsible seafood industry.

Through Marine Spark X, Johan works to transform overlooked marine materials into meaningful
resources, guided by a belief that smarter use of what is already available is key to shaping the
future.

Anatoli Bourmistrov

Professor, Nord University Business School

Dr Anatoli Bourmistrov is Professor in Business Administration at Nord University Business School
and research coordinator at High North Center for Business and Governance. His research
publications cover a wide range of topics including but not limited to public sector performance
management reforms, management innovations in the public and private sectors, relationships
between information and managerial attention, issues of long-term planning via use of scenarios.
Since 2020 he has been leading a team of researchers who documented effects and impacts of
Bodg2024 European Capital of Culture (MONITOR2024 project).
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Patti Bruns

Secretary-General, Arctic Mayors Forum

Patti has been Secretary General of the Arctic Mayors’ Forum since August 2022. Patti came to the
AMF from the Canadian International Arctic Centre where she served as Senior Policy Advisor. She
previously held the position of Executive Secretary of two Arctic Council Working Groups — ACAP
(Arctic Contaminant Action Program) and EPPR (Emergency Prevention Preparedness and
Response). Patti has a deep knowledge of the Arctic through her work with the government,
multilateral fora and the consultancy sector.

Antonio Calo

“7\| University Lecturer, Water Energy and Environmental Engineering Research Unit, University of Oulu

Antonio Calo has been a University Lecturer at the University of Oulu since joining the Water,
Energy and Environmental Engineering Research Unit. A physicist by training, he later transitioned

41 | |into environmental engineering, holding two master’s degrees and a PhD in Atomic and Molecular

Physics. His work combines teaching, research, societal engagement and pedagogical leadership.
Antonio’s research focuses on smart and distributed energy systems in northern conditions, as well
as the potential role of nuclear energy, within sustainable energy transitions. Passionate about
education and outreach, he contributes extensively to the unit’s teaching activities and regularly
participates in public events and school visits.

Marie-Anne Coninsx

Former EU Arctic Ambassador; Board Member, International Polar Foundation; Senior Fellow,
Egmont Institute

Marie-Anne Coninsx was the first EU Ambassador at Large for the Arctic (2017 - 2019) before her
retirement after 35 years as an EU official. During her career as a European diplomat, she was the
EU Ambassador to Canada and EU Ambassador to Mexico, and served at EU Delegations with the
United Nations in New York (US) and Geneva (Switzerland), providing her with extensive experience
in multilateral issues.

She began her career in the Legal Service of the European Commission and worked for 12
consecutive years as a Staff Member in the Cabinets of three Commissioners. She also worked in
the External Relations Department at EU HQ, overseeing relations between the European Union and
Latin America.

Ms Coninsx studied law at Ghent University (Belgium) and carried out her post-graduate studies at
Cambridge University (UK) and at the European University Centre in Nancy (France). As a Belgian
citizen, she is fluent in Dutch, French, English, German, and Spanish.

Henrik Sand Dagfinrud

Programme Manager, Bodo 2024

Henrik S. Dagfinrud, originally from Oslo, Norway, has a degree in classical song and vocal
pedagogics from the Norwegian Academy of Music. His performing career includes work with
various theatres and professional ensembles, including Nordic Voices, the National Opera in Oslo
and the Norwegian Soloists Choir. From 2013, after moving north to Bodg, in the region of
Nordland, he led the development of the regional professional vocal ensemble Vocal art, both as a
singer and administrative manager. During this period Vocal art was established as a freelance
collective of professional performers living in the Bodg region. Their work consists of a wide range
of productions, from local concerts to international touring in Europe. From mid 2017, Henrik
worked for the Bode2024 project. First on project development and co-writing for the bidding team,
and later as the programme director of the official European Capital of Culture delivery body,
Bodg2024 IKS.

Hans Ellefsen

Associate Professor and Vice-Dean, Faculty of History and Social Sciences, University of the Faroe
Islands

Hans Ellefsen is an Associate Professor and Vice-Dean at the University of the Faroe Islands,
focusing on fisheries economics. His work explores shared fish stock and allocation of fishing
rights, and he contributes to research and policy discussions across the Nordic and Arctic regions.

Mads Qvist Frederiksen

Director, Arctic Economic Council

Mads Qvist Frederiksen is the Executive director of the Arctic Economic Council (AEC) that is
located in Tromsg, Norway. The AEC is a pan-arctic independent business membership
organization established in 2014. It delivers policy advocacy, networking and outreach related to
the Arctic. The organization facilitates Arctic sustainable economic development throughout the
Arctic region.
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Mr. Frederiksen sits on various boards representing the companies in the Arctic. He is a member of
the West Nordic Fund that provides loans to SMEs in Greenland and the Faroe Islands. He is also a
Obama Europe Leader 2024-2025.

Prior to joining the AEC in March 2021, Mr. Frederiksen worked as a Senior Advisor in the Global
Trade and Investment unit at the Confederation of Danish Industry. Here he was responsible for
Arctic business development and policy. Before he has worked in manufacturing, communication
and as a journalist.

In addition to Arctic policy and trade promotion, his previous work has been within sanctions and
export control, development work, foreign investments, communication, journalism, training and
capacity building.

Mr. Frederiksen is originally from Denmark. He has an Executive MBA from Harvard Business
School, a MA in Middle East Studies from the University of Southern Denmark and a BA in
Journalism and Contemporary history from City University and QMUL.

Mr. Frederiksen has lived and worked in Denmark, Norway, Algeria, United Kingdom, Iran and
Afghanistan.

Maria Grigoratou

Executive Secretary, European Polar Board

Maria is a Biological Oceanographer with expertise in plankton ecology and experience in Science
Diplomacy and Coordination. She holds a PhD in Marine Ecology and Ecosystem Modelling, an
MSc in Environmental Biology, and a BSc in Marine Sciences. Before joining EPB, Maria was an EU
Coordinator for the G7 Future of the Seas and Ocean Initiative and Scientist at Mercator Ocean
International (France), and a Postdoctoral Research Associate at the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute (USA). She currently serves as a lead author for the IPBES monitoring assessment (Chapter
4).

Kenneth Hoegh

Chair of the Senior Arctic Officials (Arctic Council), Kingdom of Denmark

Kenneth Hoegh (born 1966) is the Arctic Ambassador of the Kingdom of Denmark, and the Arctic
Council Chair of the Senior Arctic Officials during the Kingdom of Denmark’s chairship 2025-27.
Prior to that, he was the Head of Representation at the Greenland Representation in Washington,
D.C. From 2018 to July 2021 Mr. Heegh served as the Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Greenland. His diplomatic career extends to postings in Bangladesh and Nepal
within development for the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Additionally, he has been the country
representative for a Danish INGO in Vietnam. In his early career he held posts as an agricultural
consultant in his home district, as well as in Kujallegq Municipality, the southernmost municipality of
Greenland, most notably as the Acting Municipal CEO. Mr. Hgegh was born and raised in South
Greenland, married to Pitsi Heegh with four children, and holds a MSc in agricultural science
(Copenhagen University 1993).

Mikael Janson

Director, North Sweden European Office

Mikael Janson is Director for North Sweden European Office, the EU office for the four
northernmost regions of Sweden in the European Arctic. He has been active as civil servant and
politician in many policy areas on local and regional level, among others as City Commissioner and
acting substitute in the Swedish Parliament. He has also for many years been engaged and
responsible in an expanding entrepreneurial firm in battery systems and worked as management
consultant. He is a high school engineer and holds a Master of Science in Business Administration.

Costas Kadis

European Commissioner for Fisheries and Oceans, European Commission (DG MARE)
Commissioner Costas Kadis leads the EU’s Fisheries and Oceans policy, focusing on implementing
a long-term vision for a resilient, competitive, and sustainable European fisheries and aquaculture
sector to secure Europe’s food sovereignty. He is also responsible for the EU’s global efforts to

.| restore ocean health, ensure maritime security, and support coastal communities across Europe.

He oversees the implementation of the EU Ocean Pact, the flagship initiative aiming to ensure
coherence across all policy areas linked to the ocean and strengthen Europe’s role as a global
leader in ocean governance.

A Professor of Biodiversity Conservation at Frederick University in Cyprus, Commissioner Kadis has
held several ministerial positions for the Republic of Cyprus, including Minister of Health, Minister of
Education and Culture, and Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development, and Environment. He also
led the Greek Cypriot Technical Committee on the Environment, engaging in reunification talks with
his Turkish Cypriot counterpart.

Born in Nicosia in 1967, he graduated from the University of Athens with a degree in Biology in
1991 and earned a PhD in Conservation Biology in 1995. He served as postdoctoral researcher at
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the University of Athens, thereafter, establishing the Nature Conservation Unit at Frederick
University Cyprus and serving as Dean of its School of Education from 2005.

Prof. Kadis is an accomplished scholar, authoring or co-authoring six books and over 50
peer-reviewed scientific articles on natural resource management, biodiversity conservation, and
environmental education.

Kalle Kankaanpaa

Ambassador for Arctic Affairs and Senior Arctic Official, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland

Kalle Kankaanpaé is the Ambassador for Arctic Affairs and Senior Arctic Official since September
2025.

Kankaanpaa returned to Helsinki from Zagreb, where he served as Ambassador of Finland to
Croatia, the Holy See (Vatican) and Bosnia and Herzegovina for four years from April 2021.

Prior to his assignment in Zagreb, Kankaanpéé worked as Director of the Unit for Northern Europe
in the Foreign Ministry from 2015 to 2021, covering also the Arctic Affairs.

In the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, he has also worked in the Unit for Russia and has held
positions relating to regional cooperation. His career in the Diplomatic Service includes posts at the
Embassy of Finland in Vilnius and at Finland’s Permanent Representation to the European Union in
Brussels, where he also served as national specialist in the European External Action Service
(EEAS).

Kankaanpda was born in Helsinki, Finland in 1968. He graduated from the University of Turku in
1998 as a Master of Political Science. He is married with three children.

In addition to his native Finnish, Kankaanpaa speaks Swedish, English and French.

He enjoys outdoor sports — biking, jogging and cross-country skiing.

Elena Kavanagh

Expert on Indigenous Rights, School of Law, University College Cork; Advisory Board, Arctic Youth
Network

Dr. Elena Kavanagh serves on the Advisory Board of the Arctic Youth Network. She is an
Indigenous Rights Scholar at University College Cork (UCC), Ireland, and a Research Affiliate at the
Centre for the Study of Existential Risk (CSER), University of Cambridge. Her expertise spans
international law, Indigenous rights, human rights, and global governance, with a focus on ethical
and decolonial methodologies. Elena’s doctoral research focused on Indigenous language rights
and legal pluralism in the Arctic, with fieldwork experience in Finland and Norway. She currently
leads the Humanities and Social Sciences Working Group of the Network for Arctic Researchers in
Ireland (NARI) and As President of APECS-Ireland, she supports early career researchers in polar
and Indigenous studies.

Minninguaq Kleist

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Greenland

Mininnguagq Kleist is the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Research under the Government of Greenland, since April 2025. As the Ministry also
holds the responsibility for research under the Government, Mininnguagq is also a Member
|| of the Board of the Arctic Hub. He was previously Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of
Statehood and Foreign Affairs from 2023-2025 and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Business and Trade from 2021 till 2023.

Mininnguag was an advisor to the Greenland Constitutional Commission from 2018 to
2023.

Mininnguaq was the Head of the Greenland Representation to the EU in Brussels from
2016-2021.

From 2013 to 2016 he had the position as director in The Premier’s Office.

Prior to his posting in Brussels Mininnguaqg worked extensively on the self-government
development in Greenland, including as special advisor under the Greenland-Danish Self-
Government Commission in 2005-2008. He also led the Self-Government Office under the
Home Rule Government in 2007-2009, during which the referendum on the introduction of
Self-Government was held, followed by the introduction of Self-Government in Greenland
in 2009. Mininnguaq subsequently worked in the management of the Department of
Foreign Affairs with responsibilities on climate policies, trade, bilateral affairs and EU
relations.

Mininnguaq has a Master of Arts in Philosophy from 2004, Aarhus University in Denmark.
He was born in Nuuk in 1973, is married with two children.
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Anna Krook-Riekkola

Professor, Energy Science, Luled University of Technology

Anna Krook Riekkola is a Professor in Energy Engineering at Luled University of Technology (LTU),
Sweden, where she leads a research group focused on applied system analysis and energy future
studies. Her work combines techno-economic, model-based scenario analysis with qualitative
approaches to support local and national decision-makers in navigating the ongoing energy and
climate transition.

Her research spans both energy supply and demand sectors, with an overarching aim to inform
strategies and policies for climate change mitigation. She has contributed to national efforts guiding
Sweden’s climate targets and has served on the Scientific Climate Council, providing advisory
support to Swedish export finance institutions (EKN and SEK) on aligning operations with the Paris
Agreement’s 1.5 °C target (2021-2025).

Anna was a Fulbright Arctic Initiative Scholar (2021-2023) and a visiting researcher at Arizona State
University’s School for the Future of Innovation in Society, where she explored pathways for
sustainable Arctic development and international collaboration in the energy transition. The stay at
Arizona State University also inspired a project examining how science fiction stories can be used
to raise critical questions and stimulate dialogue around the societal dimensions of the ongoing
energy transition. See Krook-Riekkola and Granberg (2024) Northern Lights: Four Energy Futures of
the North.

Sofia Lagerlof Maatta

Cultural Strategist, Kiruna 2029

Sofia Lagerl6f Maattéa has a background in international cultural tourism and cultural development
for children and young people. Today, Sofia's task is to promote culture-driven community
development in Kiruna Municipality, a place in the heart of the Arctic, Sdpmi, and Tornedalen, an
area almost as large as Slovenia. Kiruna is a place in constant movement, which creates challenges
and tensions and at the same time opportunities, collaboration, and innovation. As one of the
project managers for Kiruna's application process for European Capital of Culture 2029, Sofia now
continues to work for the Kiruna 2029 organisation. To make sure that the European Capital of
Culture’s work becomes a unifying strategy to safeguard culture, create opportunities, jobs, and
allow the stories of people and places to take center stage. Her work towards 2029 involves
connecting people and organisations to facilitate collaborations, exchanges, and new
networks—locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally. After many years away, Sofia turned
her gaze homeward to forests and rivers, and since then the driving force naturally lies in the future
of her own children, so that they can have the same opportunities as other children, to be able to
choose their own path. A driving force that in working life puts people at the center, using culture to
create contexts, meeting places, and opportunities for those who live and work in Kiruna now, or
are curious to move here.

Guillaume Lamarche-Gagnon

Researcher, IC3, UIT - the Arctic University of Norway

Guillaume Lamarche-Gagnon is a researcher in the department of geosciences at UiT - The Arctic
University of Norway in Tromsg, and part of the Norwegian Centre of Excellence: iC3 - Centre for
Ice, Cryosphere, Carbon, and Climate. A cross between an environmental microbiologist and glacial
biogeochemist, his interests lie in understanding the interplay between the biological, geological,
and hydrological interfaces within the cryosphere. Guillaume has led and participated in many
science campaigns across the (sub)Arctic (Canada, Greenland, Svalbard, Iceland, Norway) and high
mountain regions (Peruvian Andes and Indian Himalayas), and been involved in projects from both
poles. His research ranges from better understanding microbial adaptability in extreme permafrost
environments to monitoring the hydrochemistry of glacial meltwater and methane emissions from
beneath the Greenland Ice Sheet. More generally, his work explores how glacial ecosystems
contribute to broader environmental cycles, and how these processes are being reshaped by a
changing climate and the accelerating retreat of glaciers worldwide.

Justin Langan

0 Indigenous Canadian Activist, Social Entrepreneur and Policy Leader

/| Justin Ron Langan is a Métis leader, researcher, and public policy advocate from Swan River,
' | Manitoba, Canada. He is the Founder and Executive Director of O’KANATA, a federally
|| incorporated, youth-led nonprofit advancing Indigenous education, cultural revitalization, digital
sovereignty, and climate resilience across Canada and internationally.

A graduate of the University of Manitoba in Political Science, Justin has emerged as one of
Canada’s most active young voices in global governance. He has spoken at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, the United Nations, the European Commission, the World Trade Organization, and
the Senate of Canada, contributing perspectives on Indigenous rights, digital governance, and
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climate adaptation. His work sits at the intersection of technology, community-driven sustainability,
and Indigenous knowledge systems.

Justin’s leadership spans numerous international youth programs and advisory bodies, including
the EU-Arctic Youth Dialogue, the Arctic Youth Network, UNESCO’s SDG4 Youth & Student
Network, ICIMOD’s HKH-Arctic Youth Leadership Forum, and the Canadian Centre for Nonprofit
Digital Resilience. He was most recently an Al Fellow with the Mila Institute, where he developed
Indigenous-led approaches to artificial intelligence for environmental protection.

He is the creator of projects such as LandWatch.Al, an Al-supported land stewardship tool, and the
Indigenous Film Archive, a living digital repository of Indigenous cinema. His community work has
earned national and international recognition, including the Indspire Métis Youth Award, Corporate
Knights’ Top 30 Under 30 Sustainability Leaders, and the WTO Small Business Champions Award.

Larisa Lorinczi

(Policy Officer, European Commission (DG RTD))

Larisa LORINCZI represents the European Commission, the Directorate-General for Research and
Innovation where she is a Policy Officer for the Ocean-Climate and Polar Research and Innovation
policy. Her role consists of contributing to the development of research and innovation policies on
the ocean-climate nexus and polar research, in support of the European Green Deal and its climate
and biodiversity objectives, and strategic programming of Horizon Europe.

Maria Martisiute

Policy Analyst on Europe in the World, European Policy Centre

Maria Martisiute is a Policy Analyst at the European Policy Centre focusing on defence, security and
foreign affairs.

Her 10+ years of work experience spans NATO, EU, national administration in London and Vilnius,
the industry, and NGOs. Before joining the EPC, Maria worked for NATO on reform in defence and
security sectors with partners Eastern Europe and the Middle East. Her ideas, coupled with
personal lead in restructuring the Directorate and shaping NATO’s cooperative security trust funds
reform, proved critical, as did her volunteering efforts with Afghanistan (2021) and Ukraine (2022),
letting her tap into complex crisis management environments.

Before that, she worked for the European Commission on EU’s strategic investments in three
network infrastructures (TENs), focusing on innovative financing, impact assessment, Eastern
Europe, and Rail Baltica project. Several times she accompanied and provided on the spot advice
to the Commissioner for Transport during her missions in Lithuania.

Maria lived in the UK, Spain and lately, Belgium. For 3 years she resided in the British-dapanese
Chaucer College Canterbury (UK), leading English conversation classes and promoting
people-to-people dialogue with international Japanese students. She also assisted Japanese
students on subjects involving international relations and European integration.

Maria holds an MPhil degree in European Politics and Society from the University of Oxford and BA
with Honours in Politics and International Relations with Spanish from the University of Kent in
Canterbury. She spent one Erasmus year at Universidad Auténoma de Madrid.

Bjorn Olav Megard

Director General of Department for Indigenous Peoples and National Minorities at the Ministry of
Regional and Municipal Policy of Norway

Bjorn Olav Megard is the Director General and head of the Department of Indigenous and National
Minority Affairs, The Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development, since 2012. He
joined the ministry in 1999. The department is tasked with implementing and following up the
Norwegian Government's objectives in the policy towards the Sami people and the national
minorities. He has worked extensively on indigenous, minority and human rights, including drafting
and implementing the procedures for the government’s consultations with Sami interests and right
holders. Mr. Megard holds a master’s degree of public administration from Harvard University, as
well as a master’s degree in social anthropology, on ethnic relations and politics in Northern
Norway, and a Bachelor of Science degree with a focus on climate sciences and geography, both
from the University of Oslo.

Andrey Mineev

Researcher, Nord University Business School

Andrey Mineev holds a PhD in business economics from Nord University Business School (2011)
and a master’s degree in IT from the Baltic State Technical University in Saint-Petersburg (2003). At
present he works as a researcher at the High North Center for Business and Governance at Nord
University Business School (Norway). Since 2016 Andrey leads the project Arctic Business Index,
previously known as Business Index North. In 2022 Andrey and colleagues issued an open access
book about Arctic cooperation scenarios for 2035. In 2022-24 together with partners he worked
with Business Scenarios for Northern Norway 2040, which resulted in a published report. Andrey’s
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research interests include Sustainable Economic Development, Arctic Resilience, Future Studies
and Scenarios, Strategic management, and Management control.

Dag-Rune Olsen
Rector, UIT - the Arctic University of Norway
Professor Olsen took office as rector at UiT The Arctic University of Norway in 2021. Prior to that he
served as dean and later rector at the University of Bergen. He holds a PhD in biomedical physics
and was professor of medical physics at the University of Oslo and head of research at the
Norwegian Radium Hospital in Oslo, before he was appointed dean in Bergen.

Olsen has been awarded with the Klaas Breur Gold Medal for his research, is elected member of
the Norwegian Academy of Technological Sciences and Academia Europae - the European
Academy - of which he was presented with the President’s Merit Award in 2022.

Professor Olsen was recently elected president of Young European Research Universities Network
(YERUN). He served as chair of the board of Universities Norway, is chair of the board of The
Nordic Institute for Studies of Innovation, Research and Education and board member of the Arctic
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Camilla Aviaja Olsen
Chair, Arctic Council Sustainable Development Working Group
Camilla Aviaja Olsen currently serves as Chair of the Sustainable Development Working Group

o | (SDWG) of the Arctic Council, and has previously represented the Kingdom of Denmark as Head of

Delegation to the SDWG. She is with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Research in the
Government of Greenland, where her work is dedicated to Arctic cooperation. She holds a Master’s
degree in Cross-Cultural Studies and a BA in Greenlandic and Arctic Studies, both from the
University of Copenhagen.

Sara Olsvig

Chair, Inuit Circumpolar Council

Sara Olsvig currently serves as the International Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Council. With a
deep-rooted passion for human rights advocacy, she has played a vital role in the political arena,
having previously served as a member of the Parliament of Denmark from 2011 to 2015 and the
Parliament of Greenland from 2013 to 2018. Furthermore, Ms. Olsvig held the esteemed position of
Vice Premier and Minister for Affairs, Families, Gender Equality, and Justice for the Government of
Greenland from 2016 to 2018.

Her significant contributions extend to her involvement in the Constitutional Commission and the
Human Rights Council of Greenland, underscoring her commitment to advancing social justice and
equality. Sara Olsvig holds a Master of Science in Anthropology and is presently a PhD candidate in
the Department of Arctic Social Science & Economics at llisimatusarfik, the University of Greenland.
In recognition of her impactful work, she was awarded the 2023 Womenomics Inclusion Award.

As an Inuk born in Nuuk, Greenland, Sara Olsvig continues to inspire others through her dedication
to her community, where she resides with her partner and their children.

Monica Paulsen

Cluster Manager, Arctic Cluster

Monica Paulsen is the Cluster Manager for Arctic Cluster Team (ACT). Her passion is to accelerate
regional development and growth in the Arctic through innovation and collaboration, supporting
SMEs and large industrial corporations in achieving sustainability and digital transition goals.
Paulsen has over a decade of experience in regional development and has built a strong portfolio of
innovation and collaboration projects at Kunnskapsparken Helgeland, where she also served as
General Manager (2020-2025). Since 2017, she has led the Arctic Cluster Team (ACT) partnership,
which includes more than 110 members from process industries (minerals, metals, alloys, concrete,
fertilizers, batteries, hydrogen, ammonia, e-fuels), renewable power producers, suppliers,
manufacturing industries, R&D institutions, academia, investors, and entrepreneurs.

ACT aims to be a driving force for Norway’s sustainable industrial transition and holds the European
GOLD Label for Cluster Management Excellence. The cluster is facilitated by Kunnskapsparken
Helgeland, a regional innovation company in Northern Norway working to strengthen growth in the
Helgeland region. Its services include business development, cluster management, trainee
programs, innovation ecosystem development, R&D mobilization, events and conferences, and
management of business networks and collaborative projects across sectors.

Before joining Kunnskapsparken Helgeland in 2010, Paulsen gained 15 years of experience in
engineering services and 3D modelling for the process industry, including four years as QHSE
Manager. She holds two master’'s degrees: MSc in Manufacturing Technology and MBA in
Technology Management.
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Piia Rantala-Korhonen

CEQ, Oulu Culture Foundation

Piia Rantala-Korhonen is the Chief Executive Director of Oulu Culture Foundation, which delivers
d| the cultural programme and other activities of Oulu2026 European Capital of Culture. She has
worked with art and culture in many organizations on national and international level.
Rantala-Korhonen was born in Helsinki 1962; she works and lives now in Oulu, Finland. She holds a
Master of Science degree from the University of Helsinki. She has done postgraduate studies in
Governance, Leadership and Management. Her spare time is filled with literature, cooking and
family life with children and grandchildren.

Andreas Raspotnik

Director, High North Center, Nord University; Senior Researcher, Fridtjof Nansen Institute

Dr. Andreas Raspotnik is the Director of the High North Center for Business and Governance, Nord
University in Boda, Norway. Andreas is also a Senior Researcher at the Fridjtof Nansen Institute in
Oslo, Norway, and a Senior Fellow & Leadership Group Member at The Arctic Institute - Center for
Circumpolar Security Studies in Washington, DC. His main research focuses on the European
Union’s Arctic interests and policies, EU foreign and security policy, the Arctic’s blue economy and
the international law of the sea.

Patrick Renault

Belgian Ambassador to the Arctic and Antarctic

Ambassador Patrick Renault has served in senior diplomatic roles across the globe since joining the
Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1987. Trained in law and Chinese studies at the Université
Catholique de Louvain and in Beijing, he began his career teaching at the Institute of International
Relations in Beijing before entering the diplomatic service. His postings have included Islamabad,
Rome, Shanghai, Sydney, and multiple ambassadorships in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Australia, New
Zealand, the Pacific, Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay. He later held key leadership roles in
communication, global economic affairs and cyber diplomacy, and most recently served as
Ambassador to the Holy See. He is currently Ambassador in charge of Polar Affairs.

Carina Sammeli

Mayor of Luled, Sweden

Carina Sammeli is the Mayor of Luled Municipality, in Northern Sweden, since 2021. Mayor
Sammeli is focusing her work on creating sustainable growth in Luled and the region and making
the green transition of the industry possible. A growing Luled needs more of everything — more
people moving in, good schools, elderly care, roads, railways and a bigger harbour, and all of this in
the conditions of an arctic environment.

Carina Sammeli has long-time experience as a regional party secretary in Norrbotten for the Social
democratic Party of Sweden. Carina has a degree in economics, and she has worked at the
Swedish Department of Finance as a political adviser and at the Swedish Transport Administration
as a project coordinator for railway research, and as the chairman of the school board in Luled
Municipality.

Andres Sanabria

Coordinator, OECD Mining Regions and Cities Initiative

Andres Sanabria is a Policy Analyst at the Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities at
the OECD, specialised in resource-extractive economies and rural development policy. He leads the
Mining Regions and Cities Initiative and co-ordinates the OECD Indigenous Peoples and Regional
Development network. He has coordinated various OECD rural country reviews and supported the
development of the OECD Rural Policy Framework and OECD Rural Principles. Andres has been an
invited lecturer on rural development in Paris-Dauphine University and Sciences Po, Paris. He holds
a Master’s degree in Public Affairs from London School of Economics and Sciences Po.
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John Smol

Distinguished University Professor,Department of Biology, Queen’s University

Professor John Smol OC, OOnt, PhD, FRSC, FRS is a Distinguished University Professor in the
Department of Biology (cross-appointed with the School of Environmental Studies) at Queen’s
University where he also held the Canada Research Chair in Environmental Change for the
maximum three 7-year terms (2001-2022). He was the founding editor of the Journal of
Paleolimnology and is currently in his 5th term (20 years) as editor-in-chief of the journal
Environmental Reviews. He is also the series editor of the book series Developments in
Paleoenvironmental Research and is on the editorial boards of 11 other journals.

John received his B.Sc. in Marine Biology from McGill University in Montreal, Canada in 1977, and a
M.Sc. in limnology from Brock University (St. Catharines, Ontario) in 1979. His Ph.D. in 1982 is from
Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario. Following post-doctoral work in the High Arctic with the
Geological Survey of Canada, he became a faculty member at Queen's University in 1984. John
was promoted to Full Professor in 1991. He holds and has held adjunct appointments in Canada,
the United States and China.

John founded and now co-directs the Paleoecological Environmental Assessment and Research
Laboratory (PEARL) at Queen's University, a group of about 30 paleolimnologists (researchers
studying long-term changes in aquatic ecosystems using lake and river sediments as archives of
long-term natural and human-related environmental change) working throughout the world on a
variety of limnological and paleoecological problems. Recent projects include studying the
long-term effects of lake eutrophication, acidification, contaminant transport, calcium decline,
fisheries management, and a large body of work on climate change with a special focus on the
Arctic.

John has over 700 journal publications and book chapters to his credit. He has edited and authored
24 books, including one textbook on paleolimnology, now in its second edition, and co-authored a
textbook on ecology, also in its second edition. He has one other book in preparation. Smol has
over 59,000 Google Scholar citations. Smol has lectured on all seven continents and has authored
over 1250 conference presentations, which include ~150 keynotes and plenary lectures. For
example, he was the 2008 Rutherford Lecturer at the Royal Society (London) and presented the
inaugural Thienemann Lecture at the Leibniz Institute of Freshwater Ecology (Berlin, Germany) in
2016. Smol is a frequent commentator on environmental issues for radio, television, and the print
media.

Charlotta Séderberg

Associate Professor, Political Science, Lulea University of Technology

Charlotta Séderberg is Associate Professor in Political Science at the Division of Social Sciences at
Luled University of Technology (LTU). She has a PhD in Political Science (2011) from Umea
University. Currently, Charlotta holds one of the Arctic Six Chairs (2024-2026), with the project
Energy Transition in the Arctic: Perspectives on Security, Acceptance, and Justice. The overall
ambition of this project is to increase knowledge on the obstacles and opportunities surrounding
energy transition in the Arctic, through exploring the research question: What are the particular
preconditions for energy transition in northern and rural areas; and what measures need to be
undertaken to ensure a secure and publicly accepted transition? Charlotta S6derberg's research is
focused on green transition, environmental policy integration, multi-level governance, and
institutional analysis with an empirical focus on environmental policy in general and energy-,
climate-, water-, and wildlife policy in particular. Charlotta has long experience of research in both
political science based research projects and in multidisciplinary research projects, she participates
regularly in both Swedish and international research conferences and is currently active in a number
of Swedish and international research projects. Charlotta is the Alternate Representative for the
Centre for the Arctic and Antarctic (LTU) in the European Polar Board, represents Sweden in the
Steering Committee for the Arctic Energy Summit, she is a board member of the Swedish Political
Science Association, and she is the Political Science representative in the Advisory Committee for
the Swedish National Institute for Economic Research.
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Piet Steel

Vice-President, Belgian Polar Secretariat; Director, IPF Board; Former Belgian Ambassador to
Vietnam

Piet Steel, a retired Belgian Ambassador, brings a wealth of diplomatic experience from his tenure
spanning 1975 and 1997, during which he held key positions in London, Geneva, Hanoi and Hong
Kong.

Upon retirement from the Foreign Service in 1997, Piet assumed the position of Director Public
Affairs of the Solvay Group (Belgium), where he oversaw global government affairs for the chemical
and pharmaceutical company.

In 2005, Piet made a transition to Toyota Motor Europe, taking on the role of Vice-President of
External Affairs. In this capacity, he managed government relations in Europe and the EU.
Recognized for his contributions, the Government of Japan appointed him in 2010 as the Honorary
Consul General for the Flanders region.

Drawing on his extensive international experience and networks in Europe and Asia, Piet serves as
a trusted advisor to Belgian and international companies. He is the founder of Piet Steel
International bv, a consultancy company.

Beyond his professional pursuits, Piet actively participates in social and societal organisations,
holding various roles, including Chairman of the Board of Chinese Palace and of the Silk Road
Countries, Honorary Chairman of the Belgium Hong Kong Society, Co-founder of the Belgium
Vietnam Alliance, and President (Ret.) of the Board Special Olympics Belgium.

He is also involved in international platforms, serving as Director of the Board of Special Olympics,
Inc. (US), Member of the Board of the International Polar Foundation, and Vice President of the
strategic Council of the Belgian Polar Secretariat, which manages the Princess Elisabeth Antarctica
station.

Piet’ s affiliations extend to appointments as a Distinguished Visiting Fellow of the European
Business School of Regent’s University (London), Honorary Professor of Xi’an (China) University for
International Studies, Ambassador of He-He culture promotion (China), Member of the International
Advisory Council of the America European Community Association and Advisor to the Brussels
Diplomatic Academy.

Recognized for his humanitarian efforts, Piet received the Melvin Jones Fellow Award of the Lions
International. He was awarded by the Government of Vietnam the Friendship Medal, and by the
Government of Japan the Order of the Rising Sun. He is a member of the Warande Club in
Brussels, the Hong Kong Club and the Ad Hoc Council (London).

Born in 1950, Piet is married to Carine Van Leene with two daughters and four grandchildren. He
holds a Law Degree from the University of Ghent.

Nils Christian Stenseth

Professor of ecology and evolution, University of Oslo; Mohn Prize Scientific Committee

Nils Christian Stenseth is a curiosity-driven scientist combining theoretical and empirical
approaches to study ecological and evolutionary processes. My motivation has always been to find
out how nature works - be it the mystery of lemming cycles or macroevolutionary dynamics through
deep time. Until the early 1990s, much of my work was purely theoretical in the form of
mathematical modelling. Later, | adopted the research strategy of ‘asking’ available data what the
underlying ecological or evolutionary process most likely is — all within a theoretically-informed
statistical perspective. Being a scientist is not just about knowledge and discoveries, however, but
also about standing up for the importance of solid science and discussing its wide-ranging societal
implications — something | pursue in a broad spectrum of media, both nationally and internationally.

Maria Svonni

Artistic Leader, Konstfrdmjandet Norrbotten and Verdde

Maria Svonni, based in Giron, Sapmi, is the artistic director of the Lulea Biennial, the oldest art
biennial in Scandinavia. She is the founder and artistic director of Verdde, a nomadic art institution
working for the inclusion of sami perspectives in everyday life through contemporary sami art. Her
work is organized around collaborations, utilizing site-specific methods and activities to promote
dialogue and long-term change. Svonni is active as a freelance curator and writer. She was part of
the team that formulated the artistic program in the winning application for Giron to become
European Capital of Culture in 2029 and will be involved to make the programme come to life with a
focus on indigenous sami values and public art. She led the establishment of KiN art museum, the
first museum focused on contemporary art in Norrbotten County, and is currently involved in
creating the first dedicated space for sami contemporary art in the Swedish parts of Sapmi.
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Erika Tizya-Tramm

Manager of Community Partnerships with Northern Energy Innovation, Yukon University; Vuntut
Gwitch'in First Nation Vuntut Gwitch'in First Nation

Erika Tizya-Tramm serves as the Manager of Community Partnerships with Northern Energy
Innovation at Yukon University. As a member of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, she is deeply
committed to Indigenous Nation-building by advancing environmental stewardship and
sustainability priorities. With over two decades of experience in land and resource management,
Erika is uniquely positioned at the intersection of traditional Indigenous values and modern
sustainability practices. She has successfully led Indigenous-driven initiatives in land use planning
and management, policy and legislative development, and renewable energy projects such as solar
and wind, aimed at reducing the carbon footprint and fostering energy sovereignty. Her work
emphasizes the integration of traditional knowledge with innovative approaches to create
sustainable futures for Indigenous communities. Outside of work, Erika enjoys spending time
laughing with family and friends.
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Marit Magelssen Vambheim

Cluster Manager, Energi i Nord

Marit Vambheim is Director of Energi i Nord, a business cluster working for The Arctic Way to Zero.
The main problem that Energi i Nord aims to solve is: How can the energy transition create value for
businesses and communities in the North? Vambheim is a historian by education and has been
working with business and societal development in the Arctic since 2009. A just energy transition
that leaves the Northern communities, local businesses and inhabitants of the Arctic better off is the
main issue of her work. To achieve this, Energi i Nord lead and engage in research and development
projects, building cross-border networks for businesses and developing projects and platforms for
dialogue, innovation, investments and regional attractiveness. Close partnership with The Arctic Six
and business and innovation clusters in North Finland and North Sweden is a core strategy to reach
our common goal of a net zero Arctic region.

Nicolas Van Hoecke

Managing Director, International Polar Foundation

Nicolas Van Hoecke joined the International Polar Foundation in July 2021 as Managing Director. In
this role, he manages the overall operations of the organization and is involved in developing
strategies and projects to further its mission. Prior to his tenure at the IPF, Nicolas held various
executive positions at multinational corporations such as Toyota Motor Europe, Samsung Europe,
and Delhaize Group; he lived in both Europe and Asia during his time with these companies.

Claude Véron-Réville

EU Special Envoy for the Arctic

Claude Véron-Réville is, since September 2024, Special Envoy for Arctic matters and Head of
Division for Western Europe.

Prior to that, she occupied different managerial positions in the EEAS Human Resources

' | Department and was notably in charge of the selection and recruitment of staff.

Previously, she worked several years on the Eastern Europe and Russia files as Deputy Head of the
Russia Division in the EEAS and Deputy Head of Division for Eastern Partnership, the OSCE and
Regional Organisations, including the Northern Dimension and BEAC.

Between November 2011 and August 2013 she was posted as a European exchange diplomat
(Transatlantic Diplomatic Fellow) in the US State Department in the Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova Office
and in the Russia Office.

Claude holds a Master&#39;s Degree from the College of Europe and graduated from the Paris
Institute of Political Sciences. Her mother tongue is French and she speaks English and Russian.

Gustav Vestlie

Chief Strategy Officer, Marine Spark X

Gustav Vestlie is the Chief Strategy Officer at Marine Spark X, where he helps shape the company’s
direction through strategy, partnerships, and innovation. He works across market insights,
technology development, and long-term planning to ensure that Marine Spark X grows with
purpose and impact.

With a background in blue-industry development and a natural curiosity for how ocean resources
can be better utilized, Gustav thrives on building connections between people, ideas, and
sustainable solutions. He believes that progress comes from collaboration, clear goals, and making
smart use of what already exists in nature.

At Marine Spark X, Gustav plays a key role in nurturing partnerships and guiding the company’s
strategic growth, working to unlock new opportunities in the circular marine economy: one step,
one relationship, and one solution at a time.




	Edward Alexander 
	Co-Chair, Gwich'in Council International; Head of Delegation to the Senior Arctic Officials, Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna and Emergency Prevention, Preparedness, and Response working ​groups 

	Jonas Andersson 
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